
and within relatively short time 

spans too, enabling multiple 

countries to be visited in one 

safari. 

East Africa is generally under-

stood to be three countries: 

Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania. 

Rwanda is a ôsort ofõ Central 

East African add-on.   The high-

lights here are the Migration, 

and the plains of the Serengeti, 

the Masai Mara and 

Ngorongoro Crater., not for-

getting the gorillas and chimpan-

zees too! The southern parks 

are mostly bush oriented, simi-

larly as Southern African parks 

are.  

   Frankly, I donõt think that 

there is an answer. Both regions 

have so much to offer that is 

different, one needs to visit 

them both, and appreciate them 

for all that they are. I have 

guests who have been on ten 

different African safaris! 

 

 

Dylan and I recently returned 

from our second marketing trip 

to the United States! 

In 20 days we traveled through 

nine large cities from east to 

west coast and had an incredi-

ble time. It was refreshing to 

see that the travel business was  

very upbeat and confident. 

òPeople are traveling againó, 

was an oft repeated statement 

we were greeted with.   

Image: In the snow in Santa Fe. We 

had snow in Washington and New 

Mexico.  

One of the most common ques-

tions was :  

WHICH IS THE BEST            

DESTINATION, EAST OR   

SOUTHERN AFRICA? 

A difficult question to answer, 

because nothing compares with 

the Migration, and the sights 

and numbers on the plains at 

that time. But, some people 

argue that once you have seen 

this, what else is there?  Well, it 

depends on oneõs interests.  

Southern Africa comprises 

Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 

Namibia and South Africa. 

One of the obvious differences 

is the greater diversity of safari 

activities, and safari experi-

ences. The  camp styles and 

habitats differ considerably be-

tween countries enhancing the 

safari. The habitats cover a wide 

range, from semi-desert, to lush 

tropical savannas and coastal 

forests, with a matching variety 

of fauna and flora too. The fur-

ther south one travels, the 

more sophisticated the infra-

structure becomes, and reliable 

too. There are several world 

heritage sites in southern Af-

rica,  and none or very few in 

east Africa.  It is very easy to 

travel between these countries, 

Five countries make up this part 

of Africa, and understandably, 

the greater landmass has far 

more diversity of habitats. 

These countries are also more 

politically stable and historically 

better developed than the three 

of East Africa.   The southern 

countries have the following 

iconic destinations: 1. Zambia; 

South Luangwa, Lower Zambezi, 

Victoria Falls. 2. Zimbabwe ; 

Victoria Falls, Mana Pools, Great 

Zimbabwe .3. Botswana ; 

Okavango Delta, Kalahari, 

Chobe. 4. South Africa ; 

Greater Kruger, Robben Island, 

Cape Town, Table Mountain.  

Another detail is that Southern 

Africa has the most sophisti-

cated Health Spas in the bush 

too!  

It is a matter of personal choice 

depending on the travel history, 

personalities and expectations 

as to where one travels to first, 

but be sure to be prepared!  

I think it is also our role as op-

erators to educate travelers 

that the Big 5 are not everything 

on a safari, and that a safari is 

about so many different experi-

ences that need to be pointed 

out and enjoyed. There is a very 

real pitfall for people òdoingó 

Africa for the wrong reasons, 

for the sake of the dinner party 

social score-card.   

East Africa versus Southern Africa 

Southern Africa has more diversity and sophistication safari 
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òA traveler does 

not make a mess 

where he has 

camped, as one 

day he may come 

backó. 

Swahili proverb 

 Crowned Crane. A 

bird of wetlands and 

moist savannas.  

 

One of my most memorable trips 

My last safari in 2009é.but some ôfirstsõ for my guests! 

Whatõs next for usé.. 
Well, we attracted consider-

able interest from our trip 

and agents and friends were 

very interested to see us 

again, and review our itinerar-

ies ..both FIXED DEPAR-

TURES and CUSTOM DE-

SIGNED, that had been re-

quested and presented by us. 

We had enquiries straight 

away! In fact, the lucky agent 

we were with took a double 

booking immediately the 

morning after our presenta-

tion evening.  One other 

wonderful person called us in 

from the car park as we were 

leaving to take two more 

enquiries as well. We were a 

little taken aback and have 

not stopped since then. 

We have interest too from an 

operator in London who 

immediately after studying 

our brochure, requested sole 

use of one of the specialized 

private itineraries .  

We are now working on fur-

ther routes and combinations 

to excite and attract travelers 

attentions.   

It is just as well this creaking 

continent is so big, as there 

are is an never-ending array 

of wonderful places to visit 

and keep us all busy for years 

to come.  What is encourag-

ing as well is the apparently 

more positive attitude that 

governments are taking to-

wards conservation NGOõs 

and their own government 

departments too, to conserve 

and preserve the natural re-

sources.  These we all need 

to be maintained and secured. 

So, keep those enquiries flow-

ing in! 

graph certain wildlife and 

experience the different habi-

tats. 

This safari included Lewa 

Wilderness where the very 

first animal Joan photo-

graphed was a Black rhino! 

Jennifer rode a camel and we 

found a hedgehog one eve-

ning...a first as well! We found 

My last safari of 2009 

was to East Africa, 

and was a three 

week trip in Octo-

ber. We chose was a 

combination of 

Kenya and Tanzania, 

to encompass the 

migration and of 

course visit the bet-

ter parks to photo-

three separate Servals during 

the trip and watched and 

photographed two of them 

hunting rodents successfully.  

Jennifer also rode on horse-

back amongst several thou-

sand wildebeest, zebra, ga-

zelles and giraffe in the Gru-

meti.  

Now thatõs some great firsts!  

will sound a little far-fetched 

and I am forced to be brief, 

but for some readers this will 

hopefully inspire you to do 

the same trip with me. 

Imagine breakfast on a crystal 

clear lake on Mount Kenya, 

surrounded by Giant Lobelias 

and ancient pumice, dotted 

with exquisite flowers. Lakes 

covered in the moving clouds 

of pink flamingoõs.  The emer-

ald green water of lake Tur-

kana and the open long-

quiescent funnel of the vol-

cano there, Grevy's zebra on 

the Chalbi Desert. A cold 

cocktail next to a petro glyph 

on a volcanic boulder, possi-

bly never touched by human 

hands since 2000 years ago! 

The silence of a night lit only 

by stars so clear you put your 

hand out to touch them.   

 Wild men whose honour is 

inviolate. A rare encounter! 

Last year I was asked to es-

cort and guide a family to 

Kenya. We started off at Bo-

rana Ranch, situated just 

north of the equator, just 

beyond the slopes of Mount 

Kenya. 

During the next two weeks 

we traveled by helicopter, 

landcruiser and fixed wing 

aircraft to some incredible 

places. 

The following descriptions 

Jennifer on 

horseback.  



A F R I C A  I N S C R I B E D  

Dylan is busy updating all of our 

office equipment right now and 

recently installed a new wireless 

system that speeds up all of our 

internet activities tremendously. 

His new desktop is his pride and joy 

right nowé..õroll on Apple!õ 

 

Gavin was recently interviewed by 

Roddy Gray of Great Guides. This 

organization was recently formed to 

give a ôvoiceõ to a select few guides 

whose skills have given them recog-

nition in the active guiding fraternity 

and in the tourism world generally. 

Gavinõs interview may be found on 

Youtube, along with a selection of 

his images and stories too. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=FhTHjbxauTQ 

              * * * * * * * * * *  

AFRICA INSCRIBED  will be intro-

ducing a series of new itineraries for 

photographers, where the emphasis 

will be on a fixed departures to 

South Africa and Namibia visiting 

specific areas for scenic and aes-

thetic properties. 

These will be lead by Gavin or  

Dylan. 

 

 

 

Image:  

These two cheetah were part of a group of 

four sisters we found one morning on a 

recent safari.  

P.O.Box 328  

Fourways North  

Gauteng. 2086  

South Africa  

Phone: +27 11 658 0111 

Fax: +27 86 672 0287 

E-mail: info@africainscribed.com  

www.africainscribed.com  

 

AFRICA INSCRIBED is a boutique safari operating company, based in Johannesburg, 

South Africa. The company is owned and run by Dylan Harriss and Gavin Ford. Both of 

these men have considerable experience as guides in Africa, and they personally design 

every itinerary that leaves their office. Itineraries are a commitment to time, resources 

and trust.      

STOP PRESS...GREAT GUIDES  

Although your journey with us may end,  

Africa will forever be inscribed on your heart!  

 


